'THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION*
the textile industries, since an increase in the demand for
cloth could not be met automatically by an increase in the
output of thread. Now the position was reversed: instead of
a shortage of spinners there was a shortage of weavers, and
the invention of machinery in the weaving process seemed
imperatively demanded. This was the achievement of
Cartwright.
Edmund Cartwright, the inventor of the power-loom and
the combing machine, was born in 1743 in Nottinghamshire,
He entered the Church but a curious chance of fate changed
the current of his life and embarked him on an inventor's
career, which was destined to give him an enduring place
among the creators of modern industry'. He has himself
related the story how he happened to be at Matlock in 1784
and 'fell in company with some gentlemen of Manchester,
when the conversation turned on Arkwright's spinning
machinery. One of the company observed that, as soon as
Arkwright's patent expired, so many mills would be erected
and so much cotton spun that hands could never be found
to weave it. To this observation I replied that Arkwright
must then set his wits to work to invent a weaving machine.
This brought on a conversation on the subject in which the
Manchester gentlemen unanimously agreed that the thing
was impracticable; and in defence of their opinion they
adduced arguments which I certainly was incompetent to
answer or even comprehend, being totally ignorant of the
subject having never at that time seen a person weave/ He
then proceeded to invent a power-loom, for which he took
out a patent in 1785.
Cartwright's faith in his machine was unbounded. With
all an inventor's eager enthusiasm he sought to turn his
discovery to practical account. 'May you weave your webs
of gold,' wrote the poet Crabbe to him, but the wish remained
unfulfilled and from the start misfortune dogged the inven-
tor's footsteps. A Manchester firm erected a factor)1' large
enough to house five hundred power-looms, and a few were
set to work as an experiment. The looms are said to have
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